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Rochester has long been known for its vibrant arts scene. 
The city benefits from a number of institutions that 

consistently offer outstanding performances in beautiful 
venues. Geva Theatre and Kodak Hall at Eastman Theatre 
are a couple local icons that readily come to mind. 

Geva Theatre typically offers a wide variety of shows, 
ranging from popular musicals like In the Heights by Lin 
Manuel-Miranda to The Diary of Anne Frank. They even 
offer improv shows. The venue was recently renovated   
and is beautiful and welcoming. 
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Meanwhile, just a few blocks away 
at Kodak Hall at the Eastman 
Theatre on Gibbs Street, you can 
see the Rochester Philharmonic 

Orchestra performing a diverse array of 
music. On their 2018-2019 schedule, you’ll 
find everything from Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets to Stravinsky’s Rite 
of Spring. Plus, talented Eastman School 
of Music musicians perform in the same 
theatre regularly, often for free. Check out 
the Eastman School’s events calendar online 
to find free concerts while you’re in town.

In addition to these renowned, well-
established institutions, Rochester has an 
abundance of hidden gems that are worth 
exploring, whether you’re seeking art, 
music, or theatre. 

The Multi-Use Community Cultural 
Center (MUCCC) is located in the 
Neighborhood of the Arts. This building 
used to be a church and now serves as a 
theatre, putting on eclectic performances 
by a variety of local groups. Whether 
you’re seeing a collective of high 
schoolers performing Shakespeare with 
a modern twist or the Irish Players of 
Rochester, you’re sure to see a memorable 
performance in this unique space. 

If it’s quirky art you’re seeking, then 
ArtisanWorks is the place for you. Located 
in the North Winton Village, this massive 
space is packed with art by hundreds of 
local artists. When you walk in, you’ll 
quickly realize you could spend hours 
meandering through the various rooms, 
eyes overstimulated by the plethora of 
art adorning the walls, ceilings, and every 
square inch of the place.  

In town for the Xerox Rochester 
International Jazz Festival? Be sure to stop 
by Rochester Contemporary Arts Center, 
located in the East End. Their best-known 
exhibit occurs annually and is called 6x6, 

featuring art that is just 6 inches by 6 
inches and created by everyone from 
children to famous artists. Anyone can 
submit, and every piece is available for 
purchase. 

The large number of musicians in 
Rochester from the Eastman School of 
Music tends to have a spillover effect. 
There’s an abundance of musicians in 
a diverse array of genres, everything 
from folk to indie, rock to rap. Sofar 
Sounds Rochester is a chapter of a larger 
international organization that coordinates 
pop-up concerts in unusual venues in a 
given city. Sign up for a show on their 
website while you’re in town and you’ll 
be in for a treat—live music from a 
lesser-known local band in an unexpected 
venue, like the public market, a thrift 
store, or a motorcycle shop. Who knows 
what fascinating venues they’ll pop up at 
next?

Take some time to explore the rich 
arts scene in our community. There’s 
something for everyone, and you 
certainly won’t be disappointed.
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