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By EMILY HESSNEY LYNCH 
Emily Hessney Lynch is a Rochester-
area freelance writer and the editor 
of the I Heart ROC blog. 

Have you ever been to 
a Fringe Festival? Fringe 
Festivals are unique beasts. 
They are multidisciplinary 
visual and performing arts 
festivals that include theater, 
comedy, visual arts, music, 
dance, opera, spoken word, 
poetry, literature and much 
more. Rochester is lucky 
enough to be home to a 
Fringe; one of 200 worldwide 
and 50 in the United States.

Get ready to get your

Rochester’s Fringe now runs 
12 days; the 2018 festival 
attracted 78,000 people 
to downtown Rochester to 

soak up all the cultural goodness. 
It included more than 500 events 
across 25-plus venues. 

The KeyBank Rochester Fringe Festival is 
different from other Fringes around the globe 
because it is what’s known as a bifurcated 
festival. That means a handful of large-scale, 
stunning headline events will be programmed 
by the Fringe itself, while the venues curate 
their own shows based on applications they 
receive via Fringe. 
These epic headlining events have included 
everything from Circus Orange, a group that 
rode a giant steampunk tricycle that belched 
fl ames, to Plasticiens Volants, a French group 
that reenacted the Big Bang with giant, 
otherworldly balloons. Plus, stellar comedians 
like John Mulaney and Eddie Izzard delighted 
audiences at the Kodak Hall at Eastman 
Theatre.
What’s truly remarkable about Fringe is the 
unusual, bewildering, and unforgettable 
shows you can catch if you keep an open mind 
and are willing to try new things. 
The Immersive Igloo, created by engineer 
and Rochester native Tom Montagliano, 
will transport you if you let it. Montagliano 
purchased this infl atable igloo and fi lled it with 
eight speakers to offer a true surround-sound 

experience; in 2018, he programmed fl ashing, 
colored lights within the tent to correspond to 
the music. And yes, he wrote the music, too. 
The time you spend in the igloo, seated on 
the fl oor with about 30 other people, will take 
you on a journey. It’s a meditative, tranquil 
time that allows for refl ection. When the music 
stops, you’ll look up at the people around you, 
share smiles, and enjoy the fact that you won’t 
be able to explain this feeling to your family or 
friends later.
If you’re feeling daring, you’ll defi nitely want to 
sign up for Bushwhacked, an intimate improv 
show that takes place outside in a corner of the 
Spiegelgarden (the home of Fringe for its 12-
day run, at the corner of Gibbs and East Main 
streets). A creation of the comedy duo Kerry 
Young and Abby DeVuyst, the participatory 
show will leave you in stitches. At the 2018 
festival, Bushwhacked had several eccentric 
themes: a burial, a wedding, a barbecue. Take 
it from this writer: if you attend Bushwhacked, 
you may fi nd yourself giving a eulogy, dancing 
an Irish jig, or taking shots of real whiskey 
outside on a beautiful September night.
Fringe does an excellent job of offering 
something for everyone. If music or comedy 
isn’t for you, then Street Beat is a fantastic 
option. This dance competition typically takes 
place during the second week of Fringe, out 
in the middle of Gibbs Street, and attracts 
talented dancers from near and far. You can 
grab a bite to eat from a food truck and absorb 
the action and excitement. 
All of this is only the tip of the iceberg. If you’re 
visiting Rochester in September, you can’t 
miss the Fringe. We’ll see you out there!

12   Explore Greater Rochester 2019 Get year-round updates:  rbj.net/explore


